
W I N T E R  2 0 2 1  |  V O L U M E  5 0  |   I S S U E  4

Special celebration! This year’s Santa parade will mark 
the 40th year of Santa visiting our communities prior 
to Christmas and helping us collect food for two of 
our local food shelves! To help celebrate this milestone 
we will have new and improved viewing locations, 
route changes, and special Grand Marshals lined up 
for each night. This year’s parade will make its way 
through Mounds View the evening of Thursday, 
December 9 beginning at approximately 7:00 p.m. Keep 
an eye on our social media pages and sbmfire.org for 
updates on viewing locations, route changes, and other 
announcements.

Ice Skating Rink Hours
Ice hockey and skating rinks typically 
open in mid to late December 
depending on weather and ice 
conditions. Mounds View has two 

parks with free ice skating opportunities: 
Lambert Park, 5324 Jackson Drive, and 

Hillview Park, 7901 Greenwood Drive. Each 
park have separate skating and hockey rinks and 

are open each day of the week (weather permitting). 
For rink updates please refer to  bit.ly/3mk7A9Y or  
bit.ly/3nDiTJM. 

Warming House Hours: 
Weekdays (Monday - Friday): 4:00 to 8:00 p.m. 
Weekends and School Breaks: 12:00 to 8:00 p.m.

Like Us:  Facebook: MoundsViewMN

Follow us: Twitter: @CityMoundsView

See us: Instagram: @moundsview_pd

Preparing for Winter
As the temperatures 
continue to drop, 
there are some home 
maintenance items you 
can address in order to avoid 
potential costly repairs associated 
with freezing weather. Here’s a list 
of some top items to tackle:
1. Disconnect outdoor water 

hoses. Hoses can trap 
water inside the valve, and 
if that water freezes it could burst the water pipe and cause 
major damage inside the walls of your house.

2. Install storm windows. While today’s windows are much 
more efficient, many older homes may still have single pane 
windows with detachable storm windows to help with heat 
retention during the cold winter months.

3. Get your furnace serviced. You want to be sure your furnace 
is in good working order – especially if it is older. Having 
your furnace tuned and cleaned can help ensure operational 
safety and efficiency.

4. Have your wood fireplace chimney inspected. Chimney 
fires are a real thing. A good chimney sweep can clean the 
potentially flammable creosote and soot that builds up and 
inspect the inside of your chimney for any dangerous cracks 
or other safety issues.

5. Change the batteries in Smoke and CO detectors. Fall is 
a great time to change the batteries in any smoke or CO 
detectors in your home.

6. Clean your gutters. This can help lessen the potential of 
Ice Dams. And when April showers come, you want to 
be sure the water off your roof flows through the gutter 
and downspouts and away from your house rather than 
overflowing.

7. Protect maintenance products from freezing. Bring indoors: 
paint, rechargeable batteries, caulks, and anything else you 
don’t want to be exposed to freezing and thawing during the 
winter months.

Please visit the City’s website www.moundsviewmn.org. Many 
informational handouts and home maintenance tips are 
available.
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Mayor’s Message

Dear neighbors & friends,
Warm sunny days are rare as winter and the Holiday 
Season are fast approaching. As I write this message, 

my greatest hope is that the deadly COVID virus 
and its variants are soon under control with vaccines, 

boosters, and other medicines that are being developed. 
I hope we all can enjoy the holidays and look forward to a 

better year in 2022.

Violent crime is rapidly escalating throughout our country, and 
Minnesota is no exception. In 2021, we see increasing serious crimes 
across the metro area and even in Mounds View. Headlines are full of 
domestic violence, home invasions, burglaries, hit and run accidents, 
stolen vehicles, violent car jacking’s, stabbings, shots fired, and homicides.

So what can “we” as residents do? Continue to support and respect our 
Law Enforcement and First Responders for their dedicated service to our 
community. By your support of the 2017 referendum, we now have 21 
sworn officers working for us.

Report it! Our residents and community workers continue to be the ‘eyes 
and ears’ of our City – if something looks or feels wrong, please report 
it! Call 911 for Emergency or report non-emergency to Ramsey County 
Dispatch at 615-454-9155.

Have discussions with your family members. Do a safety assessment of 
your dwelling. Make sure doors and windows are locked, even if you are 
home or ‘just working in the yard.’ Don’t open the door to strangers. Take 
actions to make it look or sound like someone is home when you aren’t. 
Consider installing security systems (i.e., security alarms, outdoor motion 
lights, doorbell camera).

Get to know your neighbors. Exchange contact information. Sign up for 
a Neighborhood Watch Program with our MVPD. Arrange a ‘check-in’ 
schedule for someone who lives alone. If you are gone for a few days, have 
someone collect papers, mail and packages or put them on hold.

Lock your vehicles. Don’t leave packages, backpacks, or bags in areas 
visible from windows. Park in well-lit areas. Check surroundings before 
you exit your vehicle and as you return to it. Walk with purpose and 
stay alert. Be aware of the people around you and what they are doing. 
Downsize your purse or wallet to carry only what you need for that 
particular errand. Keep your cell phone with you.

The most important thing about all of this is to stay aware and keep 
yourself and your loved ones as safe as possible. And, when we extend 
that goal to our neighbors and friends, our whole community is safer and 
stronger.

Stay safe, be well.  
Carol A. Mueller

Citizen of the Year Awards
The 2020 Mounds View Citizen of the Year was 
awarded to Amy Hodges, resident since 1956. 
Amy has been a dedicated volunteer in our 
community participating on the Edgewood 
and Sunnyside School PTA organizations, and 
working with the youth by serving as a leader 
with the Boy and Cub Scouts. Amy organized 
and assisted in numerous City events including: 
National Night Out, appreciation events, 
Festival in the Park, and the 1965 tornado 
disaster relief. Additionally, Amy served as an 
election judge for approximately 40 years, and 
was the original President of the Mounds View 
Lioness Club and an active member until the 
club concluded 38 years later.

The 2020 Mounds View Citizen of the Year was 
awarded to George Winiecki, President and 
Owner of Win Insurance Agency in Mounds 
View for over 40 years. George was a past 
President and remains an active member of the 
Chamber of Commerce, was a charter member 
of the Mounds View Business Council, and is 
a strong supporter of the Ralph Reeder Food 
Shelf and the Alternative Learning Center.

If you would like to nominate someone for 
Citizen of the Year, please go to bit.ly/3EPl44S 
the and complete the nomination form.

To access information 
regarding FAQ’s regarding 
snow plowing operations 

Remember, while traveling behind 
the snow removal equipment, if you 
can’t see the side mirrors, the operator 
can’t see you!
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   City Administrators Report
Coach of the Year Awards:
The 2019 Mounds View Coach of the Year 
was awarded to Jesse Opine. Jesse made 
the game fun for the youth, and taught 
participants fundamentals of the sport. Jesse 
knew every child by name, greeted them 
at every practice, and made the youth feel 
comfortable by playing name games which 
helped all to create friendships. Jesse was so 
devoted to his coaching duties that he would 
bring his own whistle to the games and help 
young officials if they were overwhelmed.

The 2020 Mounds View Coach of the Year 
was awarded to Lexi Jorgenson, who went 
to each soccer practice and game with a 
cheerful attitude. Lexi taught soccer skills 
while making it fun, and keeping the youth 
engaged. Many participants had no prior 
soccer experience, however walked away 
with not only new soccer skills, but also an 
appreciation for teamwork.

If you would like to nominate someone for 
Coach of the Year, after each sporting season 
parents/guardians receive a nomination form 
from the Parks and Recreation Department. 
Please contact Parks and Recreation at 763-
717-4040.

Good Public Policy – Finding the Right Balance
I often get asked, “What does the City Administrator do?” Boy, I wish 
I could answer that! Humor aside, the City Administrator has two 
primary roles; both equal in importance – managing the staff (day to day 
operations); and, working with Council, Residents, Staff and Stakeholders 
in developing good public policy, as the foundation of delivering services.

What makes the task even more challenging is the wide range of public 
services a city offers. For illustrative purposes I will use our diseased tree 
policy; street policy; lateral sewer line – point of sale rehabilitation policy; 
and, newly adopted parking ordinance with snow emergency component.

The first two have been in place for more than a decade with the last two, 
two-years old and just recently adopted respectively. All have or will end 
up with some residents very happy, pleased and some unhappy, or more 
than unhappy.

I chose these as the first three have caused both staff and council challenges 
and the last will certainly result in the same; especially if a Snow Emergency 
is declared which will trigger the ability to tow vehicles, something that 
will make those towed very unhappy!

Finding that balance is a function of three things: lots of discussion/talk/
input, science based information when developing the policy, and then 
occasional review of the policy. Policy, which is almost always done by 
Ordinance requires a first reading followed by a second reading at least 
14 days after the first. This gives the public two chances to provide input 
before an ordinance is adopted and is on its way to becoming policy. 
However, even then, by law an adopted ordinance does not become policy 
for 60 days after that. This statutory provision is in place to give concerned 
residents/stakeholders at least four more council meetings to come share 
their concerns.

However, most people pay little attention to any policy until it impacts 
them at which time they question, “When did this happen?” This is 
where the occasional review comes into play, if enough feedback occurs 
regarding a policy; that will cause staff and/or council to take pause and 
review.

Good policy is really a function of taking the time during the adoption 
process in doing everything you can to ensure it is good policy. However, 
it is that occasional review that results in the best policy as you benefit 
from time and experience. Making sure Council has the most up-to-date 
information and robust public input, or at least the opportunity for input 
to occur, is the responsibility of the City Administrator. Likewise, once in 
place it is the Administrator’s role to cause both systematic review as well 
as situational review (when warranted) of policy.
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The City Council approved a preliminary property tax levy for 2022 on September 13, 2021. A Truth-in-
Taxation public hearing will be held on Monday, December 6, 2021, 6:00 pm, at the Mounds View City 
Council Chambers. A continuation hearing will be held on December 13, 2021 at 6:30 pm if needed.   
 
City Property Tax Levy - The City Council adopted a preliminary General Fund levy increase of 5.0% 
($293,315) for 2022. The voter approved police officer levies will increase the levy by 0.94% (55,000). The 
City will maintain the Street Improvement levy at the current level.  Debt service for the Public Works 
facility and the City’s share of fire department equipment and facilities debt service will increase by 
0.04% ($2,407). The EDA adopted a preliminary EDA levy with no increase over 2021. The combined 
effect of the above levies is a 5.98% levy increase ($350,722). The charter cap is 5.0% but does not apply 
to voter approved levies or debt service/capital levies. 

 
Effect on the Average Home - The estimated median home value increased by 5.7% to $265,100 from 
$250,750 for 2022. Market values are determined by Ramsey County. The table below estimates the 
tax effect on a sample home in Mounds View but does not include possible changes from other taxing 
authorities. The City accounts for about 26% of a property tax bill.  The County will provide the complete 
impact for all taxing authorities in the Truth in Taxation notice that will be mailed in mid-November. 

     
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Only funds that have a property tax levy are the focus of the Truth in Taxation process. A more detailed 
City budget can be found on the City’s website moundsviewmn.org/finance under documents on the 
Finance department page. 

Proposed 2022 Budget General, GO CIP Bonds, Street Improvement and EDA Funds

GO CIP Street
General Debt Improvement EDA 2022 2021

Fund Service Fund Fund Fund Total Total
Revenues

Property taxes 5,550,235$  416,766$         150,000$        100,000$  6,217,001$    5,866,278$  
Other taxes & sp. Assmnts. 381,000        -                         305,000          -                  686,000         686,000        
Intergovernmental 1,237,202    -                         405,000          -                  1,642,202      1,231,075    
Other revenue 690,468        500                   20,000             -                  710,968         698,209        
Transfers from other funds 214,008        -                         -                        149,633    363,641         351,533        
    Total Revenues 8,072,913$  417,266$         880,000$        249,633$  9,619,812$    8,833,095$  

Expenditures
General Government 1,705,300$  -$                      -$                      -$                1,705,300$    1,623,359$  
Public  Safety 4,205,048    -                         -                        -                  4,205,048      3,900,013    
Parks & Recreation 571,151        -                         -                        -                  571,151         521,307        
Public  Works 882,559        -                         2,910,000       -                  3,792,559      1,210,585    
Economic Development -                     -                         249,633    249,633         243,555        
Debt Service 158,016        392,570           -                        -                           550,586         577,212        
Transfers to Other Funds 750,000        -                         -                        -                  750,000         774,000        
    Total Expenditures 8,272,074$  392,570$         2,910,000$     249,633$  11,824,277$ 8,850,031$  

Sample Estimated Home Tax Impact City of Mounds View Only
2021 2021 2021 2022 2022 2022 Increase

Market Value Taxable Value City Tax Market Value Taxable Value City Tax (Decrease)
80,125              50,125                 198             84,684              55,084                 218           20                  

160,250            137,450              528             169,368            147,368              568           40                  
240,373            224,773              858             254,050            239,650              918           59                  
320,498            312,098              1,188         338,734            331,934              1,267        79                  
400,623            399,423              1,519         423,418            423,418              1,614        96                  
480,748            480,748              1,828         508,102            508,102              1,937        110                
560,871            560,871              2,132         592,785            592,785              2,260        128                
640,996            640,996              2,437         677,469            677,469              2,583        146                

Median Taxable Value 250,750    265,040             

2022 Tax Supported Draft Budget Summary and Proposed Levy
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The Holidays-Made for 
Scammers
The scam industry pillages billions of 
dollars each year from unsuspecting 
people. The Federal Trade Commission, 
Federal Bureau of Investigation, Social Security 
Administration, MN Attorney General, Internal Revenue Services 
as well as the Mounds View Police Department have devoted entire 
pages on their websites to scam information. 

The Holiday Season is prime opportunity for generosity to be taken 
advantage of. Visit the above webpages for complete information on 
common scams. If ever in doubt, please call the police department 
at 763-717-4070 or after hours through Ramsey County Dispatch at 
651-484-9155. 

Reputable charity organizations can be vetted through 
CharityNagivator.org, Consumer Reports, and the MN Attorney 
General’s Office. 

Please report any loss to the Mounds View Police Department and 
contact financial institutions immediately. 

Be a battery hero!
If it lights up, makes noise or moves without a plug, 
it has a battery! Batteries make our daily lives more 
convenient. Once they are used, though, they must 
be disposed of properly.

If thrown in the trash or recycling, batteries may 
catch fire and pose a threat to people and property. 
Some batteries also contain toxic metals, such as 
cadmium, lead or mercury, which can pose a threat 
to our health and the environment.

Be a battery hero! Put batteries in their place by 
dropping them off at a Ramsey County household 
hazardous waste collection site. Find locations and 
hours at RamseyRecycles.com/HHW.

Public Safety

Gift Cards: What to know before 
a purchase
Planning on purchasing a gift card 
this holiday season? Follow these tips 
for a safer purchase:

1. Purchase gift cards directly from the store 
issuing the gift card.

2. Carefully examine both front and back of a gift card to ensure 
protective stickers are still in place-report damaged cards to the 
retailer.

3. Keep the receipt with the gift card. 

4. Be clear about the terms and conditions for gift cards. 

5. Use the card as soon as you can in order to get the full value. 

6. Treat the gift card like cash. Report a card lost or stolen to the 
issuer immediately. 

7. NEVER pay a debt or fee with a gift card. THIS IS DEFINITELY 
A SCAM!

Follow the Mounds View Police Department on
 Instagram @moundsview_pd

 Nextdoor.com

 Twitter @MoundsView_PD

Development Updates
AMC Classic Mounds View 15 continues with 
daily feature films and private party theater 
rentals.

Caribou Cabin, will be constructed in the 
theater’s parking lot, opening in late 2021.

Taco Bell, 2219 Mounds View Boulevard, 
completed a major remodeling in October.

Grimco, 5261 Program Avenue, relocated to 
Mounds View from New Brighton in October. 
Grimco is a global distributor of signs, graphics 
and related products, and employees 25-30 FTE.

The Villas of Mounds View, 4889 Old Highway 8 
(former Skyline Motel), is a proposed 120-unit 
affordable senior (55+) apartment building. 
Amenities include underground parking, 
community room, dining room, library, and 
guest room. The City Council and Economic 
Development Authority will conduct public 
hearings at their November 22nd meetings to 
consider the project. The project is estimated 
to cost $29 million. The developer is seeking 
Tax Increment Financing from the Mounds 
View EDA, and bonding from the Minnesota 
Department of Management and Budget. If 
approved, construction will start in spring 2022.

Gray Stone Flats, 2390 Mounds View Boulevard, 
opened in April. As of September, all 128 units 
were rented.
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Public Works

Tree Pruning Tips 
For trees in Minnesota, winter is 
regarded as the dormant season. 
During this time, most major 
biological processes within trees 
have either slowed or stopped 
completely. For this reason, the 
dormant season is the best time 
of year for most pruning to 
occur. Pruning in winter allows 
the fresh wounds exposed only for a short length of time where 
it can be impacted by few if any pests or pathogens. Pruning 
decisions are easier to make when there are no leaves obscuring 
the plant branch structure and trimming at the proper time can 
avoid certain disease and physical problems.

Smart Salting Tips to Protect Minnesota 
Waters
How can we protect our waters, maintain safe roads 
in the winter and have desirable water in our homes? 
Currently, there are not environmentally safe, effective 
and inexpensive alternatives to salt. However, we can 
reduce salt at the source through smart salting application 
strategies. Smart salting will also save money as well as 
reduce damage to infrastructure, vehicles, plants, and 
water supplies.

You can do your part to prevent chloride pollution by 
following these simple tips.

• Support local and state winter maintenance crews in 
their efforts to reduce their salt use.

• Work together with local government, businesses, 
schools, churches and non-profits to find ways to 
reduce salt use in your community. Shovel. The more 
snow and ice you remove manually, the less salt you 
will have to use and the more effective it will be.

• 15 degrees F is too cold for salt. Most salts stop working 
at this temperature. Use sand instead for traction, but 
remember that sand does not melt ice.

• Slow down. Drive for the conditions and make sure 
to give plow drivers plenty of space to do their work. 
Consider purchasing winter (snow) tires.

• Be patient. Just because you don’t see salt on the road 
doesn’t mean it hasn’t been applied. These products 
take time to work.

• Apply less. More salt does not mean more melting. Use 
less than 4 pounds of salt per 1,000 square feet. One 
pound of salt is approximately a heaping 12-ounce 
coffee mug. Leave about a 3-inch space between 
granules. Consider purchasing a hand-held spreader 
to help you apply a consistent amount.

• Sweep up extra. If salt or sand is visible on dry 
pavement it is no longer doing any work and will be 
washed away. Use this salt or sand somewhere else or 
throw it away.

Sump Pump 
Discharge
Sump pumps should dis-

charge water directly from the 

property onto the grounds or 

towards the street. The dis-

charge line shall not be directly 

discharged into the public right 

of way or discharge water in lo-

cations that would cause neg-

ative impacts to adjacent property owners or the public. The 

discharge line must be connected to a rigid pipe to route the 

water outdoors. To read more on the sump pump Ordinance 

969 – please scan the QR code below or type the following 

short URL into your preferred browser: l.ead.me/Ord969.
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Who Do I Call?
Mounds View Public Works:  
763-717-4050
Monday – Friday: 7:00 a.m. – 3:30 p.m.
publicworks@moundsviewmn.org

Ramsey County Dispatch:  
651-484-9155
For City emergencies outside  
normal business hours

Ramsey County Public Works: 
651-266-7100
For all concerns with the following 
roadways
•  Mounds View Blvd  
•  County Road H
•  Silver Lake Road  
•  County Road I (Silver Lake Rd. to I-35W)
•  Long Lake Road  
•  Old Highway 8

Xcel Energy:
To report a street light outage 
1-800-960-6235  

To report a power outage
1-800-895-1999 

To report a gas leak
1-800-895-2999 
xcelenergy.com

Water/Sewer  
Utility Billing: 763-717-4014

Reporting Potholes, Frozen Storm Drains, and Snow Plow 
Damage
Contact Mounds View Public Works to report any potholes, frozen storm drains, or 
boulevard/mailbox damage by snow plowing operations this past winter. (Contact 
Ramsey County for roadway concerns. See Who Do I Call for Ramsey County roads 
and contact information.)

Sewer Backup
The Mounds View Public Works Department suggests any 
resident experiencing a sewer backup, call the Public Works 
Department immediately so the sewer main can be checked 
for blockages. Public Works can be reached at 763-717-4050, 

Monday – Friday, 7:00 a.m. – 3:30 p.m., after hours assistance can 
be obtained by calling Ramsey County Dispatch at 651-484-9155.

Updated Parking Ordinance Passed in 2021!
No parking on public property or in the right-of-way during a 
snow emergency from midnight to 6:00 a.m. If a snow emergency 
is declared, cars will be towed. To see the full Ordinance please 
reference Ordinance 974 in SEARCH ARCHIVES of the City’s 

website at bit.ly/2V1XZtM.

Concerned about Frozen Pipes?
To help avoid frozen water service pipes: Let the cold water run 
from one faucet throughout the day and night. The amount of 
running water should be a pencil sized stream or “trickle”. Doing 

this allows the water to maintain a constant flow in the pipe and 
discourage freezing, similar to that of a creek or stream in winter.

The City will not adjust water bills or reimburse customers who decide to run water 
for this purpose. There will be additional water consumption costs by running a 
constant trickle, but the cost will be much less than the $1,000 to $2,500 typical costs 
a plumber may charge you to thaw the service pipe.

If you have questions, please contact Mounds View Public Works Department.

The City of Mounds View is providing this information for educational and informational 
purposes only. It is ultimately the decision of the property owner to determine what 
course of action is to be taken.
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Have you heard? The Mounds View 
Senior Center is open! 
Come and see what’s happening at the new Mounds 
View Senior Center located in the Mounds View 
Community Center.  Enjoy games like Mahjongg and 
Dominoes, or crafts like Knitting.  If you’re just looking 
for a peaceful place to socialize with friends, we offer 
that too. All programming is free and open to all 
seniors.

Our senior programming and new Senior Center are overseen by Connie Allen, the 
Senior Programs Coordinator here at the Community Center. Connie has a background 
in Social Work, Advanced Care Planning, and has her Masters Degree in Gerontology. 
Aside from all of her accolades, Connie truly cares about this community, as a Mounds 
View resident herself. So, come in a join us for a fun time or just a cup of coffee. 

The Senior Center is open Monday – Friday, 9:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. 
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City Hall 
763-717-4000 
Monday–Thursday, 7:00 a.m.–5:00 p.m. 
moundsview@moundsviewmn.org

City Website  
moundsviewmn.org 

Police Department 
Main Line: 763-717-4070 
Monday–Friday, 8:00 a.m.–4:30 p.m. 
Dispatch: 651-484-9155 
After Hours & Weekends 
911 Emergencies

Parks and Recreation 
5394 Edgewood Drive 
Main Line: 763-717-4040 
Monday-Thursday, 8:00 a.m.-7:00 p.m. 
Friday 8:00 a.m.-6:00 p.m. 
parksandrec@moundsviewmn.org

Public Works 
2466 Bronson Drive 
Main Line: 763-717-4050  
Monday–Friday, 7:00 a.m.–3:30 p.m. 
publicworks@moundsviewmn.org

City Council 2021
Council Member: Bill Bergeron   
City Hall: 763-717-4003   
Home:  763-780-2937

Council Member:  Theresa Cermak 
City Hall: 763-717-4005  
Mobile:  763-786-7051 

Council Member: Al Hull  
City Hall: 763-717-4004 
Home:  763-600-1102

Council Member: Gary Meehlhause  
City Hall: 763-717-4007  
Home:  763-780-9695

Mayor: Carol Mueller  
City Hall: 763-717-4006  
Mobile:  763-458-2719


